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Thank you Madam Mayor for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest 
developments on various matters relating to Heywood Township.  
 
On a day of celebration at Heywood Charities Fete we heard the tragic news of the death 
of our M.P. Mr Jim Dobbin. I am sure we all send our condolences to his wife Pat and 
family. Jim’s funeral took place at Salford Cathedral and a poem was written on the Order 
of Service which I believe best sums up Jim’s view on life of which I will personally cherish. 
Written by David Harkins: 
 
                              You can shed tears that he is gone, 
                              Or you can smile because he lived, 
              You can close your eyes and pray that he will come back, 
                Or you can open your eyes and see all that he has left,    
 
                 Your heart can be empty because you can’t see him, 
                        Or you can be full of the love that you shared, 
               You can turn your back on tomorrow and live yesterday, 
              Or you can be happy for tomorrow because of yesterday,         
 
                       You can remember him and only that he is gone, 
                        Or you can cherish his memory and let it live on,          
            You can cry and close your mind be empty and turn your back, 
                                 Or you can do what he would want: 
                              smile, open your eyes, love and go on. 
 
Darnhill Festival 
 
Darnhill Festival 2014 celebrated the year of the Brain and was a massive success with 
record crowds. 
 
Visual Artists and Writers worked with children from five local primary and secondary 
schools and also with Siddal Moor Sports College.  This was the largest ever programme 
of schools work undertaken by Cartwheel Arts and Darnhill Festival.  Two hundred and 
forty children and young people designed inventions and wrote about their contraptions in 
inventive ways. The designs were collated into a book for the Festival, titled 'Invention 
starts with I' and Darnhill Festival Association and Sue Auty from Whalley Range All Stars 
chose a winning design.  This was then made into a real invention. Link to the book:   
http://issuu.com/tellusanotherone/docs/5545_-_darnhill_invention_book_for_ 
'The Violyn Player Thing' blew bubbles and played a cello whilst rolling through the streets 
of Darnhill, leading the procession at the event. 
 
A lot of work took place with Chrysilis, a social centre for adults with learning disabilities, 
based in Darnhill, ten adults took part in costume and prop making workshops and also 
took part in the procession. 
 
Two hundred people took part in the procession and two and a half thousand people 
attended the event.  Workshops included graffiti workshops, an Art for Wellbeing Tent and 
Circus workshops as well as local attractions including a model railway and inflatables. Six 
hundred people took part in creative workshops on the day and a lively stage line up and 
drumming workshops provided a festive atmosphere. 



 
Big Games 
 

Families flooded into Queen's Park in July 2014 to enjoy a day of action and adventure as 
the Big Games returned to Heywood. Organised by Link4Life and the Friends of Queen's 
Park, the free family fun day offered a range of sports including mountain biking, tennis, 
orienteering and football with local clubs also providing tasters in archery and crown green 
bowls. An extra taste of adventure came from the high ropes course with children as young 
as two rising to the challenge of trying out the cargo net and 'leap of faith' to a giant ball 
suspended at the top of the climbing tower. The Heywood Glee Club performed on the 
stage with added entertainment during the day from the Punch & Judy magic show. Free 
face painting and arts and crafts helped to make the day a great success. 

 
Queens Park Open Air Theatre 
 

The totally refurbished Open Air Theatre in Queens Park was named on Sunday the 17th 

August 2014 in honour of Heywood Hero Sheila Hill, who passed away this June, 2014. 

Sheila led the drive to restore Queen's Park to its former glory and in 1989 she set up the 

Queen's Park Restoration Group, later named the Friends of Queen's Park to work 

towards bringing the award winning Park back to its Victorian splendour. There was a St. 

Michael’s brass band concert, during which a Township funded plaque naming the theatre 

The Sheila Hill Open Air Theatre was unveiled by the Heywood and Middleton MP Mr Jim 

Dobbin. 

 
Pte Anthony Palmer V.C. Parade 
 

On Sunday the 24th August 2014, the former Wood Street in the prominent position 
between Heywood Library and The Civic Centre was renamed Pte Anthony Palmer V.C. 
Parade in commemoration of Private Anthony Palmer, a soldier in the Crimean War and 
Victoria Cross recipient, who is buried in Heywood Cemetery. A bespoke heritage sign was 
unveiled to mark the official renaming. 
Among the guests was Private Anthony Palmer’s only living relative, his great-great-great 
grandson Ronnie Cooper, who had made the journey from Spalding, Lincolnshire. Crowds 
lined the streets to watch The Grenadier Guards Regimental Band and Corp of Drums lead 
a magnificent Parade of veterans, cadets and vehicles through the Town. 

Private Palmer’s story is one of gallantry and selflessness, he is buried in Heywood and 
the Town has preserved his memory and recognised his incredible heroism. 

 
 
Charities Fete 
 
This year’s event on Sunday the 7th September 2014 was one of the most successful in 
recent years, the parade was bigger and full of wonderful performers, bands and vehicles 
and there were nearly double the entertainment and activities in the park. Fundraisers 
came together to do Heywood proud. 
Hundreds of people gathered to watch this year’s colourful parade, which assembled on 
Sefton Street and marched down to Queen’s Park.  
Families then flocked to the park in droves for an afternoon of live entertainment, rides, 
stalls and games, with the sunshine continuing throughout. Sandon House won the title of 
best motorised parade float and Heywood Explorer Scouts won the walking class. 
 
 
 



Monkey Business Music Festival 
 

Music lovers flocked to Queen’s Park on Saturday the 13th September 2014 to attend the 

free Monkey Business Music Festival to see local acts perform. The Festival saw bands, 

artists and DJs take to the open air theatre for an afternoon of live entertainment .The line-

up included singer/songwriters Katie O’Malley, Matt Hamer, Janileigh Cohen and Joe 

Dunne. The Bigsby Brothers then took to the stage, after which members of the public 

were invited to take part in an open session. Heywood brothers Featherteeth continued the 

main show, which was headlined by Darnhill-based DJ, Deejay Mace. All the musicians 

were from Greater Manchester, with many based in Heywood and Rochdale. The event 

was organised by Music Street, a Rochdale-based arts organisation, and supported by 

Heywood charities Little Monkeys and the Recovery Republic. 

 
 
Police and Community Safety 
 
Heywood Community Safety together with Greater Manchester Police and Respite North 
West are currently involved in setting up a Charity shop in Heywood to help raise funds 
towards the Christmas Spirit event and also allow clients to build their confidence and self-
esteem by helping out in the shop. A fun day and car boot sale has been held and another 
fund raising event being is planned for November. It is hoped in time to have funds to 
provide other events for vulnerable people throughout the year.  
Close work is ongoing with RBH and target hardening initiatives are proving successful in 
reducing burglaries, through both practical advice to every household in North and West 
Wards and physical measures being put in place. 
Regular case work has continued to tackle all aspects of anti-social behaviour both with 
privately owned property and properties within the private rented sector. Types of anti-
social behaviour that has been dealt with include youth nuisance, off road bikes, noise 
nuisance, criminal damage, ball games in the street and various neighbour disputes.  
 
 
Councillor Ray Dutton 
Chair of Heywood Township 
 

 
 
 

Thank you Madam Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of the Council 
about these or any other matter relating to the Heywood Township Committee. 

 


